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who “ be. 1 attribute it to what wuld
call an of tlnt now controls Hawaii. It's a
Democratic cligarchy. it’s dominated by wealth, by
some peog)le behind the scenes whom you never
see. But it's a handful of peoplswhompu]llng the
on our Legislature. I think this latest Senate
move was retaliation aimed at people like Senator
Matsuura, and was conceived by and executed by
this oligarchy or machine that works behind the
scenes, that wanted to take retribution for anyone
who would dare disagree with the machine.
ROTH: Dick, you mention that the governor’s admin-
istration Ilhhllh lot of this. Is the machine different
from the administration?

MATSUURA: Well, Ithink it somewhat overlaps.
Take the exam| leufSen.AnnKob- ashi. She was

ee, they're

Rned me and my committee in this investigation,

eir efforts got us started and (were) why we were
able to get a lot of the documents . .. they're the
spearheads. Now, you're going to punish them
because they pushed for a very strong procurement
bill? Look at Kobayashi. She’s not even on the
‘Ways and Means Committee (anymore).

ROTH: But I thought Govermor Waihee wanted
procurement reform. . .

REES: What the governor was trying for was not
procurement reform so much as ostensible pro-
curement reform — a very mild new law that
‘would have allowed him, had he been able to get it
through in the regular session and then the special
session, to get rid of Senator Matsuura's committee
investigating procurement. So what he wanted was
a law that was not as strict as what the senator and
Ann Kobayashi wanted. Senator has told

term — was princi-
pally deciding who's
going to be what, and

didn’t ask any-

ROTH: According to
the newspapers, that council was made up of Norman
Mizuguchi, Milton Holt and Randy Iwase.

MATSUURA: Yes, they were the three.

ROTH: But 've got to have the support of 12
others ata ml-ll::zm ln‘nrdn to control ;Jng.

MATSUURA: Yes, they need 13 votes and this is
where we're having some problems.

ROTH: So it's not completely settled who's going to
end up on top?

the regular session). So we have total confusion at
the Senate right now.

ROTH: Bob, are people in Hawaii hesitant to criticize
government?

REES: Very much so. Since I've been writing so
much, I've received a number of calls from people
who've said, “Gee, this is what happened to me,” or
“This is what happened to my friend.” So yes, it does
goon alot.Ithink unfortunately the government in
Hawaii has evolved toward one that inspires fear in
the people. They are quite literally afraid of
government as opposed to respecting it.

ROTH: Dick, do you agree with that?

MATSUURA: Absolutely. I mean, I've never seena
time in the history in Hawaii where people were so
afraid. I get an average of about two or three
anonymous calls (a day). They're afraid to identify
the reason they don't want to

‘me that the first thing they said to her when they
removed her from Ways and Means was that they
‘were doing this because of what she did to them on
procurement. It was a direct retaliation.

ROTH: There was also an attempt to strip Sen. Matt

identify themselves is they're afraid of retaliation.

ROTH: Give me a specific example — Imw would
lumbody retaliate, and who would retaliate

TSUURA: I learned of a contract that was

helng let out that had a lot of gray areas. And you

problem with it wasit
didn't come across as
l'nvonble as DBED
. So what
th dl was to bury
en when they

had to acknowledge that it did nht, they began to
say, “Well it's old and it was based on different
5 " The lereaunx part is when you call
H2M Hill for comment, their reaction is one of
absolute fear: “We want to stay out of it,” “Please
don't quote us,” ete. They're operating out of fear,
because they know thm will come a point when
they might have to get some more work from the

state, and the state will take retaliation,

MATSUURA: Take my case as another example.
Some months back when I was doing all this

the whole state, Take a look at me today. They did
get me. But I didn't think they were going to get me
this soon. (Laughs.)

ROTH: You're no longer majority head, you're no
longer chair of a committee, no longer on Ways and
Means, They've pulled everything out from under you.

MATSUURA: Yeah, but you don't see tears in my
eyes. You see me still smiling, even though I have
six arrows in my back, because my time will come.

ROTH: Dick, you've been around Hawaii politics a
long time and yet you've said it's never been this bad,
Why do so many people fear retaliation today?

MATSUURA: I think they're afraid because there *

is a sense of total control. Before, when George
Ariyoshi was governor, he never had the Senate
under his control. When the governor would come
into our caucuses, he would be attacked and
criticized from all different directions.

ROTH: They don’t do that now?

MATSUURA: I haven't seen that,

ROTH: Bob, why not?

REES: A couple of reasons. One of them, of
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ROTH: Who controls that?

MATSUURA: The (new) Senate president . . . but
it's more the Leglsmure itself. 'm bound by the
resolution so I can't spend anything more than the
$200,000 allocated. I have to go back to the Senate
body to have it increased.

ROTH: Bob, what do you think the impact of Dick's
committee has been? Has it made a difference?

REES: It's made a substantial difference in that it
offered not just hearsay talk, but testimony and
evidence about this oligarchy and the fear that it
attempts to inspire in people, Go back to the
testimony of Norman Okamura, where he swore
under oath that Takemoto had threatened him. I
think it was good that it hecame public, and some of
the other testimony that's occurred on GTE Hawai-
ian Tel.  mean, the first step is really for us to learn

MATSUURA: Well, I think even the presidency is “Di y

chairman of and Means. (She) and Sen mve!ﬂgallon, a person told me, “Dick, you know ahout ourselves and what's going on.

Mamoru Y: not settled yet because Senator Aki is correct. He's  thoyrre going to get you.” And I said, “Yes, I know,” .

m:l ;;ruem; Committee, wlm ormnrlymchlmdme. who ,?’.! still the president (without a full Senate vote during beciuse prgeauedg m{ economic button and it lit up ROTH: If you had it within your power to change

something in Hawaii, what would you change?

REES: We're lacking leadership with a vision,
The thing that has to be changed is somehow for all
of us to get out from underneath this veil of fear,
and to realize the potential we have. People have to
realize that it's OK to dissent and stand up for their
rights, to abandon this fear that we have.

ROTH: Dick, if the community was more vocal and
demanded more from legislators, would that strike
fear in their hearts?

MATSUURA: Absolutely. Every legislator worries
about two things: getting elected and getting
re-elected. That's the name of the game.

ROTH: What would you say to members of the
community? What can we do to make Hawaii even
better than it is?

MATSUURA: Let the legislators know how they
feel, especially those of you who are in the constitu-
ency. Call your legislators, and just tell them, like
the guy in the movie, “Network.”

ROTH: “I'm mad as bell and I'm not going to take it
anymore!”

MATSUURA: Just do that!
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