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This volume isareality because of a talented and dedicated editorial
board who met every Saturday from late March through mid-August to
establish guidelines, select topics and authors, evaluate and help edit
drafts, plan and coordinate the graphics, and inspire others to stay on
schedule. They had a wonderful knack for having fun while working
hard. Their energy, wisdom, and spirit can be seen in all that is good
abour this book. Any weakness is likely the result of one of those rare
occasions when | would deviate from their recommendations. Thank
you Peter Adler, Carol Mon Lee, David McClain, Dick Pratt, Joanne
Punu, Bob Rees, Jack Suyderhoud, Bill Wood, and Sue Yim. Working
with you was an honor and a joy.

The authors had other important matters competing for their valuable
time, yet each managed to meet every deadline. Several contended that I
had raised nagging to an art form, and one labeled me the editor-from-hell,
but they were just kidding . . . [ think.

In our first volume, I referred to Helen Shikina as “the world's best
secretary.” She’s that, and more. | would not have undertaken this
project had Helen not been willing to help. She did the work of many,
andshe at least pretended to enjoy every minute of it. Helen, you’re one
in a million.

Qur cartoonists were a delight. Once again, we had Hawai‘i’s
longtime pros, the Advertiser’s Dick Adair and Star-Bulletin’s Corky
Trinidad. Joining them in this volume are four other local talents from
various rungs of the professional ladder: Jim Abts, John Pritchett, Roy
Chang, and Sandy Ritz. I'm sure no editor has ever assembled a more
likable or talented group.

Other graphics were created by the Star-Bulletin’s Kevin Hand and
Bryant Fukutomi and the Advertiser's Rob Dudley. I could watch those
guysdo their computer magic for hours on end. They are true magicians.

. w Jill Center is our communications adviser and the producer of
LW pu

|

blic radio’s “Price of Paradise” talk show. Thanks to her, just about

everyone in Hawai‘i knows about our efforts and a growing number
tune us in each week.

Media law expert Jeff Portnoy provided wisdom as well as legal
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counsel. Lawyers Jim Bickerton and Greg Sato also provided sage
advice and helpful background information.

Communications expert Claudia Schmidt and Department of
Education educational specialist Sharon Kachi did a super job arrang-
ing and presenting a series of workshops for DOE teachers on how best
to utilize The Price of Paradise in their classes.

Former state statistician Bob Schmitt was his usual amazing self,
providing the information ye wanthy the day before we knew
we wanted it. &

Beverly Ashford, Clint AsifoM, john Barkai, Henry Clark, Herb
Cornuelle, Karen Gebbia, Laura Harrison, Virginia Hench, Lowell
Kalapa, Kem Lowry, Norman Okamura, Miki Okumura, Cassie Roth,
Susie Roth, Walter Roth, Marcia Sakai, Jane Smith, Keith Steiner,
Carroll Taylor, and Eric Yamamoto provided invaluable comments and
suggestions about an early version of the manuscript.

John Thomas did outstanding work copyediting the manuscript;
Stuart Lillico refused to letalittle thing like chemotherapy prevent him
from helping me do my job; Michael Horton performed his usual
wizardry turming our manuscript into an attractive, easy-to-read book;
Frieda Honda, Jane Takata, and Jan Yamada went above and beyond
the call of duty helping at crucial stages of the book’s creation; Doc
Berry's encouragement and suggestions meant more than he probably
realizes; Frank Abou-Sayf came to the rescue whenever data needed to
be summarized and explained; the Star-Bulletin’s Diane Chang and the
Advertiser’s Ann Harpham were more than generous with their time
and expertise; John Roth gave us a cover layout rivaling the nifty one
he did last time; Tom Roth licked a zillion stamps and never com-
plained; and many others helped in countless ways. It would take
another book to give all of them the credit due.

Special mention does have to be made of publisher and now friend,
Bennett Hymer. Others in the business don't believe me when I tell
them about the demands I made and how he met every one. The guy
is really something.

Finally, a wink and a smile for my best friend, Susie, and our
wonderful crew: Cassie, Wally, John, and Tom. Aloha.

W Randy Roth —{ oM F
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